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February 6 Proclaimed 

“Tom Sparrow Day” in  

South Dakota 

NEWSLETTER 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY 

     Governor Kristi Noem is proclaiming Tues-
day, February 6, as “Tom Sparrow Day” in 
South Dakota.  Tom has served as the Turner 
County Veterans Service Officer since 2013.   

     In 2014 and 2018, Tom was recognized by the 
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs for his 
outstanding outreach efforts.  He was named “RAV 
King” for his hard work during the Department’s Op-
eration RAV (Reaching All Veterans) campaign. He 
made  over 5,000 calls to veterans in five different 
counties.   
     Tom has decided to retire and his last day at 
Turner County will be February 6.   Please join the 
Governor and SDDVA in thanking Tom for his un-
ending commitment to our veterans.    
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     SDDVA Field Service 
Officer D.J. Montreal and 
Minnehaha County Veter-
ans Service Officer Kathy 
Richardson hit the road in 
support of SDDVA’s Opera-
tion VNF program 
(Veterans Never For-
gotten).    
     They visited veterans 
and administrators at Lei-
sure Living in Hartford and 
Colton Retirement Living. 
               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     SDDVA Field Service Officer Will Huffmon is 
assisting the Veterans of Foreign Wars at their 
booth at the Black Hills Stock Show.  Pictured 
here with Will is VFW  State commander Dave 
Baumiller. 
     Working in partnership with State Department 
of the VFW, Huffmon is providing information to 
veterans and their families regarding state and 
federal veteran benefits, veterans health care, 
and other veteran benefits.   
     If you are headed to the Stock Show this week-
end, you can find the VFW booth on the second 
floor of the Monument Civic Center in Rapid City,   
near Rush Ice Arena.    
     This year’s Stock Show ends Saturday, Febru-
ary 3.  

SDDVA Update 
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Upcoming events 

Feb 10-11—Yellow Ribbon Post Mob for 1/112th Aviation—Rapid City 

Feb 16—18—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Deadwood 

Mar 25—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—Drive to Fly @ Great Shots—(2505 W. Benson 

     Road)—Sioux Falls—2:00—5:00 pm (CT) 

Mar 26—Yankton County What’s Brewing—VFW Post 791—(209 Cedar Street)—Yankton— 

     10:00 am (CT) 

Apr 4—Brule County What’s Brewing—Chamberlain Community Center—(112 N. Main 

     Street)—Chamberlain—1:00 pm (CT) 

Apr 5—Melissa Stockwell Program—South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell 

     Street)—Sioux Falls 

Apr 12—Day County What’s Brewing—VFW Post—(521 First Street West)—Webster— 

     6:00 pm (CT) 

Apr 16—McPherson County What’s Brewing—Eureka School Multi Purpose Room—(805 10th 

     Street)—Eureka—1:00 pm (CT) 

Apr 17—SD Veterans Council Meeting—VFW Post 1273—Rapid City—9:00 am (MT) 

Apr 26-27—DAV State Convention—Deadwood Lodge 

May 7—Corson County What’s Brewing—McIntosh Pavilion—(Main and First Avenue)— 

     McIntosh—10:00 am (MT) 

May 7—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 18—Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls 
     Convention Center—(1201 N. West Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (CT) 
May 21—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 19—Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls 
     Convention Center—(1201 N. West Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (CT) 
May 27—SDDVA Memorial Day Program—SD Veterans Cemetery—12:00 noon (CT) 
Jun 5—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 20—Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls  
     Convention Center—(1201 N. West Avenue)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (CT) 
Jun 7—8—VFW State Conference—Holiday Inn—Spearfish 
Jun 14—Midwest Honor Flight Day of Sweetness—Sioux Falls Chick-fil-A—(4005 W. 41st 

     Street)—Sioux Falls—7:00 am—10:00 pm 

Jun 20—23—American Legion State Conference—Pierre 

Jun 30—Midwest Honor Flight Honor Ride—South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. 

     Russell Street)—Sioux Falls—Registration—1:00 pm/Ride Begins at 2:30 pm (CT) 

Jul 15—6th Annual Tee it up for the Troops Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—Arrowhead 

     Country Club—(3675 Sheridan Lake Road)—Rapid City—7:15 am (MT) 

Jul 17—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Aberdeen 

Aug 1—2—South Dakota Suicide Prevention Conference—Sioux Falls Convention Center 

Aug 21—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Yankton 

Aug 26—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—The Barrel House—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux 
 Falls—11:00 am—8:00 pm (CT) 

(Continued) 
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Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us

Upcoming Events 
Aug 29—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair—Northwest Energy Freedom Stage—Huron 

Aug 29—Sep 2—SD State Fair—Huron 

Sep 3—5—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Rus- 

     sell Street)—Sioux Falls 

Sep 18—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Rapid City 

Oct 12—Midwest Honor Flight Third Annual Elvis Night—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600  

W. Russell Street)—Sioux Falls

Oct 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Brookings 

Nov 9—Fifth Annual Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair We’ve Got Your Six—Sturgis 

Nov 18—Wreaths Across America Fundraiser—The Barrel House—(4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux 

     Falls—11:00 am—8:00 pm (CT) 

Nov 20—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Sioux Falls 

Nov 20—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Sioux Falls 

Nov 21—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Watertown 

Nov 22—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Rapid City 

Nov 23—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Pierre 

Dec 14—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux 

 Falls—11:00 am (CT) 

2025 Events 

Jan 8—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Pierre 

Feb 14—16—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Oacoma 

Jun 12—15—VFW State Convention—Ramkota—Pierre 

Jun 19—22—American Legion State Conference—Huron 

Dec 13—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux 

 Falls—11:00 am (CT) 
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